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December 12, 2023 

Mayor Demings and Board of County Commissioners 

Orange County Administration Building 

201 S. Rosalind Avenue, 1st Floor 

Orlando, Florida 32801 

 

Subject:  Wetland and Surface Protection Ordinance Public hearing 12 12 2023 

 

On behalf of the Sierra Club Central Florida Group, I am submitting the following comments: 

CLARIFY  

• the process and timeline for the Special Protection Areas for Shingle Creek and the St. Johns 

River. 

Sec. 15-388. Standard Permit; review standards 

• Protection of natural resources will increase requiring the 100-foot upland buffer including 

incentive-based modifiers that go beyond the upland buffer requirement. 

• Findings from the Orange County State of the Wetlands Report indicate that mitigation projects 

are not keeping pace with the loss of wetlands that is occurring due to urban development and 

other LULC changes. Therefore, the Sierra Club recommends increasing the raw score for 

deterrent modifiers associated with conservation easement impact and the wildlife corridor 

impact. 

• Clarify that Affordable Housing will not qualify as development with a public benefit Incentive 

modifier.  

 

The Sierra Club appreciates the opportunity to participate in Orange County EPD’s stakeholder outreach 

as well as the website that shows Ordinance update information. We hope the County will continue 

development of new wetland policy and monitoring approaches as recommended in the ORANGE 

COUNTY STATE OF THE WETLANDS. 

 

Thank you for opportunity to comment. 

 

Marjorie Holt 

Chair/Conservation Chair 

P. O. Box 941692 

Maitland, FL  32794 

 
CENTRAL FLORDA GROUP 

Enjoy, explore, and protect the planet 

Attachment: Sec. 15-388 Standard Permit; review standards – Incentive/Deterrent Modifier Graph 
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Modifier 

Tvnt 
( lnct'nth·e or 

Deterrtntl 

Raw Score 
Ad juume11t 

Factor 
Invasive s--ies manMement nlan Incentive -0.3 
Redu~ fra<tmentation lbridfte or urban infill\ Incentive -0.2 to-0.4 
Additional 25-75 feet u~land buffer bexond 
re,.,uirements Incentive -0.3 

Additional 75- 150 feet u~land buffer bexond 
re,.,uirements Incentive -0.5 

Additional 150 fee, or more u~Jand buffer 
be'-'ond ........ uirements Incentive -0.7 

Sufficientlv-sized in~ounrv miti"ation Incentive -0.5 
Develonment with a nublic benefit Incentive -0.5 
Wetland enhancement (~ond miti"ation 
re,.,uirements\ Incentive -0.2 

Stormwater treatment sxsrem - hio:h nu trient 
reduction Incentive -0.5 

OFW or surface water listed as imeaired 
FOEP {excludin<> metals} within 150 feet of . ~ '.- _ .. · < . 

bx 
Delerrent +o.5 

lmnac1 within a s..,.,,,.ial nrotection area Dererrent +o.5 
lmnac1 within a rural settlement Dererrent +o.3 
lmpacr to a consen·mion easeme.nt oe~s th-an 3 
acres) De1erren1 +o.2 

Imeac1 to a conservation easement {greater rhan 
3 acre<\ llertcri::01 ±!U. 
Wetland-d~ndent listed wildlife s~ ies 
nestinft or listed nlants on.site Dererrent +o.4 

Wildlife corridor im-,.ct Dererrent +o.4 
Imeac1 to vulnerable habitat o r imeQ[!ant 
wedands and surface waters {identified in 
adonted comnrehensive nlan) 

De1erren1 +o.3 
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